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Thaine Koen (right) helps Angela Gifford (left) solder light bulb eyes to a robot during
the University Theme Kick-Off Digital Interaction Fair on Monday, Sept. 12. Robot pins
and lanyards were just one of the many interactive stations at the gathering.
BRIANNA MURPHY
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Worldwide Warriors gather

Winona State hosts Study Abroad Fair for interested students

W

inona State University offers students the
opportunity to learn about new cultures, help
those in need and get hands-on experience in a new
environment.
And all of that can be done across the globe.
Winona State held its annual Study Abroad Fair
last week Thursday, Sept 15. Students, professors and
organizations came together in East Hall Kryszko
Commons to inform students about numerous
travel study and study abroad opportunities.
Nearly 300 Winona State students participate in
travel study and study abroad programs every year.
Although very similar, these types of programs
have distinct differences, according to Travel Study
Coordinator Dana Engel.
Engel added that travel study programs mostly
consist of short-term, faculty-led programs that
occur during breaks. Study abroad programs, which
can include exchange student programs, occur
during the fall or spring semester and are often
sponsored by third-party providers.
Both types of programs are comprised of courses
that count towards actual Winona State credits and
can be paid for by grants, scholarship and financial
aid, Engel said.
This year, Winona State has increased its list
of programs to 140 domestic and international
destinations, Study Away International Programs
Coordinator Susan Niedzwiecki Pham said.
Both Engel and Niedzwiecki Pham explained
there are a wide variety of programs for Winona
State students to choose from, regardless of major,
finances and location.
“We’ve been very selective in how we’re choosing
those programs… trying to find and have available a
program for every student,” Niedzwiecki Pham said.
Continued on page 6, see Travel Study.
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A Winona State student takes advantage of the Study Abroad Fair in
East Hall of Kryzsko Commons last week Thursday, Sept. 15. Students
were given the opportunity to learn more about study abroad and
travel study opportunities available through Winona State.

PHOTO BY LAUREN REUTELER
photographer
lreuteler11@winona.edu
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Student senate discusses university budget deficit, club funds

W

inona State University Student Senate
President Nicole Zimmerman revealed
at a recent senate meeting that the university is
currently experiencing $2 million to $3 million
budget deficit, which, Zimmerman said is the
reason why some projects at Winona State are on
hold.
Zimmerman added the deficit is due to
decreased enrollment and a tuition freeze
“without supplemental funding from the state
legislation.”
“They will continue doing work throughout the
university that least negatively affects students,”
Zimmerman said.
The senate met on Wednesday, Sept. 14 to
discuss the budget shortfall, club funds, introduce
new directors and talk about pedestrian safety.
The president also welcomed the guest speakers
to express their requests, and the following

requests and updates were made by clubs and
grad school visit, in order to help club members
organizations on campus.
make connections and hear from professionals in
Active Minds requested $2,065 to attend a
math and stats career fields.
conference in Baltimore, Calif. about changing
A member of UPAC updated the senate of
the conversation on mental health.
events the club planned that had a great turnout
The vice president of Active Minds beneficial
and added there will be even more events, such as
for the club to learn how to build and grow.
the illusionist show and grocery bingo.
The member said the club also wants to make
Students United, from the inclusion and
sure there are resources for students who want
diversity office, is still in the process of looking
to reach out on campus and educate them on
for diversity specialist. The member of the club
mental health.
said the person should be interested in cultural
The jazz club requested a maximum of $5,000
diversity, participate at the meetings and be
dollars to attend a conference in New Orleans,
involved.
La. Club members said they have made a lot of
Both the American Democracy Project, a group
progress through time, and they will keep hosting dedicated to getting people registered to vote for
events to reach the amount of money needed for
this election, and Winona State’s fly fishing club,
the trip, which is roughly $12,000.
On the Fly, funding requests were approved.
The math and stats club requested funding to
Continued on page 6, see Senate.
attend an industry trip in the Twin Cities and a

A preview of next week...
NEWS:

Is the university prepared for
a terrorist attack? Check back
for reactions of the St. Cloud
terrorist attack and a profile
on university procedures.

FEATURES:

Learn about the change
coming to the university’s
homecoming court: a genderneutral competition for the
top crown.

SPORTS:

Catch up with Winona State
University women’s soccer
after their home game against
Augustana University on
Sunday, Sept. 25.
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Students react to Winona robberies
P

olice arrested four men Friday, Sept. 2
for participating in armed robberies on
Broadway and Johnson streets, as well as near
Lake Boulevard and Clarks Lane earlier that
night.
Sources say the men were caught near West
Sarnia Street.
While no Winona State University students
were arrested in the incident, because of the
proximity to not only the university but also
popular places for college students to go on the
weekends, some students expressed their concern
with the incidents.
Brad Anschutz, a Winona State sophomore,
said he was close to one of the robberies that
occured but did not know what was happening
until it was explained later.

“It definitely freaked me out when I
heard what really had happened. I feel
like I have to have my guard up.”
-Brad Anschutz, sophomore Winona State student

Anschutz claimed to have heard somebody tell
him two people had just been robbed nearby. He
was on his way home with a group of his friends
when this was brought to his attention by a
different group of people walking by.
“It definitely freaked me out when I heard what
really had all happened,” Anschutz said. “I feel

like I have to have my guard up.”
Anschutz added that although he thinks
Winona is a safe place, he took this incident
as a threat to his safety and now takes extra
precautions when he goes out at night.
“I think Winona is a safe place,” Anschutz said.
“My hometown is in Cottage Grove, Minn., and
there is some sketchy stuff that goes on there, too.
But this really made me feel like I always have to
be watching out for myself and my friends.”
Seven Winona State University students
occupy a duplex located on Broadway Street and
one tenant, Aileen Weeks, explained how this
incident so close to her home reminded her to
keep up with safety measures.
Continued on page 5, see Robberies.

Meet the news staff...
Olivia Volkman-Johnson

Academic & administrative reporter

Cheney Mason

Crime & Security reporter

Nathaniel Nelson

5:15 a.m.: A bike was missing
from a bike rack outside of
Richards Hall, even though it was
locked. The matter was referred
to the Winona Police Department
and the director of security.

Sept. 2

3:15 a.m.: A student pressed
the code blue button on
west campus because she
lost her student ID. She was
informed the posts were for
emergencies only.
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Sept. 8

12:15 a.m.: A female student
was found intoxicated in
Conway Hall. EMS responded to the scene for medical
help. The matter was referred
to the director of housing.

Sept. 12

4 p.m.: Housing requested assistance
with a male student who had ammunition in his dorm room. The student
willingly gave the Vietnam war-era
decorations to security. The matter
was referred to teh housing director.

Health & Wellness/Student Senate reporter

Local reporter

SECURITY INCIDENTS
1:30 a.m.: A male student in Prentiss-Lucas Hall was found
with alcohol. The
matter was referred to
the housing director.

Sara Tiradossi

Colin Kohrs

Technology reporter

3:30 a.m.: A male student
was found intoxicated in
Shepard Hall. EMA
responded to the scene. The
matter was referred to the
director of housing.
Sept. 13

4:45 p.m.: Winona EMS
responded to Sheehan
Hall for a female student
who was feeling sick.
She was transported to
the hospital.

2:15 p.m.: A male student was
escorted out of Kirkland Hall
because he is restricted from the
residence halls. The matter was
referred to the conduct officer
and the director of housing.

NEWS
Robberies, continued from page 4.
“I actually didn’t even know this my friends were even outside near
happened. I don’t even have cable. it when it happened.”
My roommates were just talking
Weeks said aside from feeling
about it that’s how I found out.,”
safe in her home, she also still felt
Weeks said. “I feel pretty safe. We
safe walking around Winona at
are closer to an intersection so
night.
there are always people going by.
“As long as I’m not walking
This doesn’t really change that. We alone at night I usually feel pretty
keep our door locked at night and safe, in certain areas at least,”
everything.”
Weeks said. “But if I was alone
Weeks said some of her other
I wouldn’t feel safe. Probably
roommates felt differently about
anywhere I wouldn’t [feel safe].”
the situation that happened that
Friday night.
“I for sure think my other
BY CHENEY MASON
roommates are freaking out about news reporter
this though,” Weeks said. “Some of cmason14@winona.edu
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THIS WEEK IN WINONA
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Sept. 21

Economic Summit
Time: 7:30 a.m. to noon
Place: Tau Center
Contact: Winona Area Chamber of Commerce
507-452-2272, info@winonachamber.com

Sept. 22

History on the River Cruise
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Place: Cal Fremling dock
Contact: Mark Peterson
507-457-2723, ext 1., director@winonahistory.org

Sept. 23

Popcorn and Politics
Time: 10 a.m.
Place: Minné Hall
Contact: Kara Lindaman
507-457-5406, klindaman@winona.edu

Sept. 24

Noon Forum with Eddie Hill
Time: noon
Place: Winona State University
Contact: Marybeth Lenhardt
mlenhardt@winona.edu

Sept. 25

Family Weekend 2016
Time: All Day
Place: Winona State University Campus
Contact: University Communications, 507-457-5024
The university will host events for families

Sept. 26

Confessions of a Phone Slave
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Somsen Hall, Harriet Johnson Auditorium
Contact: Elizabeth Zold
ezold@winona.edu

Sept. 27

Lyceum Series: Larry Jacobs
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Stark Hall, room 103
Contact: Kathleen Peterson
kpeterson@winona.edu

Have a burning opinion? Want to share a news tip?
Tweet us your questions, opinions and suggestions to @Winonan.
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Travel Study, continued from page 2.

These programs span many countries—such
as Italy and China—and many subjects—such as
agriculture and economics.
Several Winona State students also said they
found great benefits to studying abroad.
Melody Lee, a senior graphic design student,
had the opportunity to study abroad through
ME to WE, an organization that coordinates
volunteer development projects.
Last year, Lee was able to assist with the

redevelopment of buildings in India.
“This organization is about changing the world
in a better way,” Lee said. “I wanted to make an
impact in someone else’s life.”
Both Lee and Madelyn Falteisek, a junior
marketing major, encourage students to study in
a different country.
“It’s the best thing you could do for yourself.
It betters your understanding of the world and
other cultures,” Falteisek said.

Niedzwiecki Pham hopes that study abroad
programs will draw more international students
to campus and influence domestic students to
learn more about other cultures.
“I think Winona State is really poised to
explode with study abroad.”

such as anxiety seminar services, grief groups,
group therapy experiences and mental health
panels, Ezeoke said.
“We don’t just help you, we give you the
skill[s] to help you. That’s what we teach in the
seminars,” Ezeoke said.
Student Services Chair and Sen. Jackson
Ramsland spoke about new security measures
to be taken on campus on how to handle threat.
As the representative of the health and wellness
services, he also said the blood drive is coming
up and he is looking for volunteers to help set up
and clean up.
President Nicole Zimmerman talked about
the issues discussed last week at a meeting with
President Scott Olson and the administration
staff.
She added how pedestrian safety has raised
a lot of attention recently. The administrative
staff is thinking of making a flashing sign on

main street where traffic comes in, to make
drivers aware of pedestrians walking and also
revisit the data the staff received last year from a
study to see what other places are dangerous for
pedestrians in Winona.
The senate also discussed the implementation
of new outdoor study spaces for students, as well
as the creation of a community garden.
Zimmerman also discussed the former
pharmacy and how it is going to be replaced with
a food shelf that will be ready by mid-October or
early November.
During the vice president’s report, Vice
President Chris Veeder also discussed the fall
Student Senate elections that started at the
beginning of this week.

BY OLIVIA VOLKMAN-JOHNSON
news reporter
ovolkmanjohns15@winona.edu

Senate, continued from page 3.
Announcements and introductions were also
made at the meeting.
Kate Noelke introduced herself as the new
director of the Integrated Wellness Complex, and
said she is very excited about her new role.
“...my focus will be student-centered nature of
Winona State,” Noelke said. “I am a supporter,
a tool and resource for those who want to
connect better with the students and the Winona
community.”
Benedict Ezeoke was also introduced as the
new director of counseling services, and left
words of encouragement with the senate.
“The counseling services have excellent
professionals who are passionate, and that is the
quality we look for in the center,” Ezeoke said. “I
encourage all the student body to come forward.”
Ezeoke said the university is currently working
on intensifying diversity and multi-cultural
aspects on campus. There will soon be programs

BY SARA TIRADOSSI
news reporter
stiradossi12@winona.edu

Main points of the Student Senate meeting...
• Projects are being put on hold due
to the university’s $2 million to
$3 million budget deficit.
• Kate Noelke was introduced to the
senate as the new director of the
Integrated Wellness Complex.
6 - NEWS

• Benedict Ezeoke was introduced
to the senate as the new director of
counseling services.
• American Democracy Project and
On the Fly funding requests were
granted by the senate.

LIFE

Student balances campus duties, religious involvement

S

ince the Islamic Center in downtown Winona burned down on Sept. 13, 2013, many
students and community members have gone
to great efforts to get a new Islamic Center in
Winona. Three years later, a new Islamic Center
sits one block away from where the old building
once stood.
One of the many individuals who put in time
and effort to make this happen is Waheed Khan,
a Winona State University student and vice president of the Muslim Student Association (MSA).
Khan was born in Pakistan, moved to Canada
and then came to Winona for college. What drew
Khan to Winona State was the size of the college,
the community, the nature and the cost of living.
Khan is a computer science major with aspirations to work in programing. Along with
being the vice president of MSA, Khan is also the
president of the computer science club, involved
in international club and works for the IT department.
Khan expressed it can be difficult to balance his
many commitments, but believes it will pay off
because leadership skills are very important.
MSA is not just for Muslim students, but for
anyone who is interested in or wants to gain

knowledge about Muslim culture.
Khan and the other board members of MSA
meet once every two weeks to brainstorm, and
are currently discussing what they think will be
best to cover. In the future, they hope to bring
speakers to campus and attend conferences.
MSA has worked closely with the Islamic
Center in Winona, especially in efforts to fundraise for a new center. The Islamic Center, just
like MSA, is open to anyone to discuss and learn.
They have a goal to welcome anyone.
Over the summer, the Islamic Center celebrated
Ramadan by having both international students
and community members welcome to break the
fast at their center.
Despite finally having a new location, there is
still fundraising to be done. The most recent effort was a fundraising dinner sponsored by MSA.
The fundraiser dinner took place on Friday,
Aug. 26 at the First Congregational Church, serving curried chicken, lentils, rice and dessert.
The event was made possible by MSA members
and Winona State students who volunteered, sold
tickets and put in hard work, time and effort.
The event was also made possible by community support. Khan expressed he and the rest of

MSA really appreciate the help from the First
Congregational Church and the community as a
whole for showing support and being so helpful.
“The event went really well,” Khan said. “Even
those who are not Muslim are supporting us, two
religions having the same goal. I’d like to thank
every person who showed up and supported us.”
Khan has not had this kind of support in any
other city he has lived in, and he has learned a
lot being here and putting on events such as the
dinner fundraiser.
Khan said many members of the community
attended the event and want to learn and ask
questions about Muslim culture.
“It feels great,” Khan said. “It shows people
know what is going on and are doing research,
not just believing what they see in the media.”
Overall, Khan would like to highlight if anyone
has any questions about MSA, they are welcome
to contact or go to the Islamic Center, attend one
of the MSA meetings or speak with one of its
members.
BY DANA SCOTT
features reporter
dscott12@winona.edu

Gao Hong performs traditional Chinese music at Winona State

G

ao Hong, a musician from China, performed
the pipa, a Chinese musical instrument, at
Winona State University’s Performing Arts Center on Thursday Sept. 15.
The pipa is a 2,000-year-old instrument well
known in Chinese culture and similar to a fourstring lute or guitar.
Hong began practicing the pipa at the age of
eight, and by the age of 12 she had become a
professional musician. Hong is now teaching
Chinese music at Carleton College in Northfield,
Minn. She likes to travel the world and has been
to Europe and Australia performing both solo
concerts and also major festivals.

As Hong played the pipa at her performance,
you could feel the passion in every stroke. One
of the pieces Hong played was about the moon
and how the moon connects people together, no
matter where they are in the world. She further
explained that whenever you eat a mooncake, you
are reminded that your family and friends are
near just by looking at the night sky.
Hong arrived at Winona State for the first time
nearly 20 years ago. Before this, she toured the
U.S. in 10 major cities including Cleveland, Minneapolis and New York City.
Hong played a song using her pipa in honor
of her mentor, Lin Shicheng, who is a master at

traditional Pudong style pipa music.
“I always play this song to honor my mentor
and master as it brings happiness,” Hong said.
Students at the concert were enlightened as
the sound of her pipa echoed around them. It
brought relaxation and ease as a fragrance of
peace filled the room.

BY JOSE HERRERA
features writer
jherrera14@winona.edu
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Weick brings passion to ‘Marx in Soho’

K

arl Marx was a guest in the Harriet Johnson
Auditorium Tuesday, Sept. 13.
The one-man play, “Marx in Soho, ”written by
historian Howard Zinn, was a humanization of
the 19th century figure. The performance featured Bob Weick in the role of Karl Marx, and
displayed the ideals of the German philosopher
and economist, many of which have been applied
to the modern struggle in today’s political atmosphere.
The dialogue took a frank approach by addressing the audience from the very beginning, breaking the fourth wall and proceeding in a conversational tone.
“Why have I returned? To clear my name,”
Weick said in the role of Marx. “I’ve been reading
your newspapers. They’ve all been concluding
that my ideas are dead. It’s nothing new, these
clowns have been saying this for over 160 years.
Don’t you wonder, why is it necessary to declare
me dead again and again?”
Weick was fully immersed in his representation of Marx, taking on the subtle tendencies of
an oppressed scholar. The story told the tales of
persecution, censorship, poverty and other class
struggles that Marx dedicated his life to. By handling such material completely on his own, Weick
captured the woes of Marx while also exhibiting a
fiery passion for civil rights and social justice.
“Most of us recognize that we can do better as a
country, and this play has something to say about
that,” Weick said after the performance.
The title, “Marx in Soho,” refers to the area that

he once lived. The character, though dead, has
returned to prove that his ideas are not. Armed
with a briefcase filled with modern-day newspaper clippings, textbooks and a bottle of beer, the
iconic economist analyzed society and how he
tried to change it.
The points made were considered radical by
many during the time of inception, but they fell
in line with much of the rhetoric heard on this
year’s presidential campaign trail. The sentiments
of economic marginalization and political corruption is not an issue that has yet been solved.
“We are in the midst of an election season, and
there is a lot more awareness and activism taking
place that I think feeds into interest in alternative
systems,” sociology professor Craig Upright said.
“One of my primary goals is to get students to
question the society they inherited. To challenge
authority figures that give them easy answers.”
Marx was exiled from his birthplace in present
day Germany for writing editorials protesting
policies against the poor and criticizing the lack
of press freedom in Germany.
“They decided to prove me right,” Weick said.
“They shut us down. Only then did we become
radical... Our final issue had a huge headline in
red ink: ‘REVOLT!’ That annoyed authorities.”
The proletariat issues of government representation and wealth inequality still apply today,
and the play made direct connections to today’s
capitalist market system. It also addressed the
difference in Marx ideology from the regime of
the Soviet Union, with Marx asking “Do these

Actor Bob Weick plays Karl Marx NICOLE GIRGEN
in his 287th performance in 10
photographer
years of Howard Zinn’s “Marx
ngirgen14@winona.edu
in Soho” on Tuesday night in
Winona State’s Harriet Johnson
Auditorium.

idiots know what communism is? Do they think
a system run by a thug who murders his fellow
revolutionaries is communism?”
Weick advised that in order to have true grassroots democracy, it has to start from the bottom
to the top.
“Social revolutions are more important than
elections,” Weick said.
BY KILAT FITZGERALD
features reporter
kfitzgerald13@winona.edu

Students learn about autism in digital world

T

his past week, Kate Jenkins, a Winona State
University sociology professor, discussed
how adults diagnosed with autism use the internet as means of understanding and learning
about their diagnosis and finding a sense of community with others like them.
Jenkins discussed her research in in Stark Hall
titled “Emerging Emergence: The Role of Digital
Life in Coming to Autism as an Older Adult.” Her
presentation focused on adults who were diagnosed with autism as adults, because many peo-
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ple over 40 years old were not properly diagnosed
while they were children.
Autism was once considered a personality
disorder for people ages 40 to 80 years old, and
around 10 million of the people in this age group
are living with undiagnosed autism, according to
Jenkins. She wanted to study the “missing bodies population,” which are those who were not
diagnosed with autism as children. Autism is no
longer considered a personality disorder, but a
developmental disorder.

Jenkins conducted 11 interviews of people
diagnosed with autism over the age of 40 years
old. She also surveyed approximately 150 adults
with an average age of 53. Ninety-six percent of
those surveyed sought some aspect of the digital
community around autism. Eighty-six percent
of those are involved with autism-specific websites. Sixty percent read blogs written by autistic
people. Twenty-nine percent were active in mass
emails related to autism.
Continued on page 12, see Autism.
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First speaker in Lyceum Series discusses race in media

W

ith the ever changing and fast-paced nature of the world, there are still issues that
are difficult yet important to discuss in a respectful manner.
Winona State University’s Lyceum Series
presents an array of speakers that talk about
important topics. The topics range from the arts
to politics, so everyone can find something that
interests them.
On Monday, Sept. 12, Dr. Frederick Gooding
came to Winona State to discuss the issue of racism seen through media, particularly in movies.
Gooding has been presenting on this topic for
10 years and discussed how racism is subtler and
more sophisticated in media today than it was
before.
“If you were to add up all the images, all the
commercials, all the television shows, the movies
and if there is a consistent pattern where you see
someone like me, they’re more likely to be marginalized than not,” Gooding said. “The question
is how does that not affect you in any way, shape
or form?”
“I believe that there are no conspiracies. I do
believe that so many people have been ‘damaged,’
they have been affected with these racist ideas
or narratives where it comes out in subtle ways
where you don’t even realize,” Gooding said.
He discussed different archetypes that can be
seen throughout films because movies are one
thing that connects everyone together.
“How boring would your life be without me-

dia? It’s a fundamental part of our lives. It’s how
we connect with other people, it’s how we learn
and experience new things,” Gooding said. “I
think with it being so influential in our development and make-up, I thought it was important
to take a closer look to see what it is that we were
digesting.”
Kathleen Peterson, head of the Lyceum Series
and Arts Administrator at Winona State, spoke
of how this discussion is great timing due to racial discord currently going on in the country.
“We just have a long way to go and these kinds
of people, like Dr. Gooding, really have done a lot
of research into it and who are scientists of color
and the kinds of people we need to have on campus so that we can listen to them and learn from
them. So I think the timing of his talk is wonderful,” Peterson said.
Gooding’s talk is not the only speaker that
will be visiting Winona State this year to discuss
important topics that are relevant to the current
state of society. Larry Jacobs will be coming to
discuss the presidential election and the running
of campaigns on Tuesday, Sept. 27.
To continue with the University Theme “Our
Digital Humanity,” Dr. Fox Harrell, a national
leader on discussing the impact technology has
on learning, will be coming on Thursday, March
16, to talk about different kinds of digital communication and how going digital is changing the
way we communicate.
“A lot of communication has become much

more visual than verbal because we absorb so
many things online now. I think [Harrell] is
going to talk about the impact of that,” Peterson
said. “[Harrell] is really into gaming, it’s kind of a
side research avenue for him. He’s really fascinated with video games and how they impact people
and how it’s become a part of some people’s lives.”
To end the series, Andrea Jenkins, a transgender poet, will be coming on Thursday, March 30,
to talk about transgender rights and conclude
with a poetry reading.
BY MORGHAN LEMMENES
features reporter
mlemmenes16@winona.edu
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University Theme Kick-Off in photo review
L

ast Monday, September 12, Winona State University
hosted the University Theme Kick-Off Digital
Interaction Fair at the Science Lab Center Atrium
and the gazebo. The event focused on generating
conversations about the university’s theme this year,
“Our Digital Humanity.” Attendees were able to enjoy
interactive displays, food and music at the event.
PHOTOS BY BRIANNA MURPHY
photographer
bmurphy14@winona.edu

Zach Spanton shows off one of Winona State’s drones to Jonny
Berkness during the fair at the gazebo. The university is planning
to offer an aerial-drone visual communication class in spring
2017.
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Trey Jonas uses Google Cardboard Goggles to explore a virtual underwater world full of divers, fish,
sharks and many other sea creatures at last Monday’s fair in the atrium. The Google Cardboard
Goggles were offered as a prize to win during the fair.

Sarah Carew (left) and Caitlyn Cavanaugh (right) take a quiz to find
out how tech savvy they were at the fair. Once they finished the quiz,
they both were rewarded with a purple Winona pen/stylist.

Hannah Hutchins set up a booth for her interactive map of Windom Park and the Victorian
era homes during the fair in the atrium. The map can be used to learn about their historical
significances.

Computer science major Allen Her plays
with a robot during last Monday’s event.
He programmed the robot to dance, play
soccer, do push ups and fight.
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Auditions held for first homecoming talent show
T
alent can shine in many different forms, and
Winona State University students will get to
show off their skillsets during homecoming week,
October 9-16, in the talent show held during
royalty coronation on October 9 in the Harriet
Johnson Auditorium.
Auditions for the “Superheroes Got Talent”
talent show took place last week on Monday and
Wednesday.
To be eligible for the auditions, students had
to preregister the week before the auditions. Out
of the 10 individuals who auditioned, four to six
will be performing at the talent show where the
audience will vote on the top three acts. After
placing in the top three, the first place performer
will receive $100 in cash, the second place performer will have $75 added to their Purple Pass
account and the third place winner will get a $50
gift card at the Winona State Bookstore.
Megan Sticha, who is starting her first year as
homecoming chair, was excited to see all the different acts come forward during the auditions.
“We have been looking for talent from students
and a variety of acts,” Sticha said. “I’m surprised
at all the talent that Winona State has.”
During auditions, members of the homecoming committee saw singers, dancers, guitar and
piano players and even an interpretive dancer.
Homecoming committee coronation chair

Annie Pendl has been working with the homecoming committee for three years. She hopes the
talent show will showcase interesting and unique
acts.
“We are looking for crowd engagement, talent
and diversity, so it is not the same guitar every
single act,” Pendl said.
With the talent show, the homecoming committee is hoping to get more students involved in
coronation and bring in more school spirit.

“I’m surprised at all the talent that
Winona State has.”
-Megan Stitcha, homecoming chair
“We are coming together to make coronation a
bit more fun this year,” Sticha said.
The talent show will take place alongside the
royalty coronations inbetween each crowning.
The students in the audience will vote for the
winners at the end of the coronation.
According to Pendl, there has never been a
homecoming talent show before, and all other
talent shows at the university have been coordinated through the athletics department.
“I think the audience will respond to the crowd

engagement aspect. We have a lot of people that
are very interactive and take suggestions from the
audience and put it into their music,” Pendl said.
This year, the homecoming theme is Superhero related, officially named, “A Hero’s Homecoming.” There will be different events going on
throughout the week, starting with the coronation and talent show.
The themes are picked and discussed by students, faculty and the homecoming committee.
“We have made a list of all the old themes over
the past 50 years and we are trying not to repeat
any of them. This is something we haven’t done
before,” Pendl said.
For the past two years, Pendl worked with the
homecoming committee as the tailgate coordinator and this year she is enthusiastic about participating in homecoming in a different way.
“My favorite thing about being involved with
homecoming is being able to see the school
spirit start on coronation day and go throughout
the whole week. This shows that there is always
something people can participate in and show
school spirit,” Pendl said. “People can show that
they are proud of being on the Winona State
campus and that is something that I love doing.”
BY ELIZABETH PULANCO
features reporter / copy editor
epulanco12@winona.edu

Autism, continued from page 8.
Older adults can use these websites to decrease their risk of social isolation, share health
information and manage their health status and
feelings of self-efficiency. They are able to meet
their psychological needs such as information
swapping, socializing or managing aging. People
who are immigrants are able to cultivate social
networks among fellow members of their marginalized group, according to Jenkins.
People with autism are able to share experiences with each other without having face-toface human contact. These people learn how to
understand themselves through social media.
Online communication is augmented communication, which is fundamentally autistic communication, Jenkins said.
Some of the respondents expressed a few
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downsides to the online presence they experienced. These downsides include discrimination
against other marginalized groups, socially awkward people talking to socially awkward people,
social issues being debated, people who are not
autistic talking about “curing” autism and geared
towards young people with an underrepresentation of older people.
Jenkins has been studying autism from a sociological perspective since she was an undergrad.
“I hope to do new interviews for this project to
expand on certain topics,” Jenkins said.
She hopes to interview more men because of
the 11 interviews, two were men, and would like
to see differences in experiences from that of
women or gender non-conforming people.
Jenkins is also working on multiple articles that

will be published.
“I am comparing the experiences of older
adults with autism to the experiences of those
with dementia for a handbook on the queer
theory approaches to neurological differences
and working on an article on how my interview
participants described their bodies in relation to
an autism diagnosis,” Jenkins said.
Jenkins is also working with student Duane
Stoda to compare older adults who come out
as transgender, to older adults who emerge as
autistic in later life, and to determine the impact
that autism could have on an individual’s gender
identity.
BY MICHAELA GAFFKE
features writer
mgaffke12@winona.edu
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Film in review: ‘Sully’ falls short on substance
T

he story of the Miracle on the Hudson, where
Captain Chesley Sullenberger safely landed
a plane on the Hudson River, saving 155 lives in
the process, is an incredible story of everyday
heroism. With film industry vet Clint Eastwood
at the helm, and starring the ever-wonderful Tom
Hanks, an adaptation would of course turn out
well, right?
Well...I’m just going to cut to the chase. “Sully” is a terrible movie that nobody should allow
themselves, or anyone they care about, to watch.
Ever. In fact, the only reason I didn’t walk out
halfway through is because I needed to write this
review.
Here’s the story of the film: Capt. Sullenberger
lands a plane on the Hudson, and everybody calls
him a hero. But government officials think he was
in the wrong. That is quite literally the entire plot.
There are no subplots, or deep character studies
or really anything of substance. This is a film
about an ‘American Hero’ and the ‘corrupt government’ butting heads. The conflict is as shallow
as you could possibly imagine and the whole film
suffers from the most bizarre pacing of any film
this year.
To put it in numbers, out of the total length of
97 minutes, 30 to 40 are spent in flashbacks or
simulations of the crash, five are spent in a completely unrelated flashback to Sully’s early days,
and then there’s usual five minutes of credits.
The rest is split up between scenes of Sully running outside, sitting in an interrogation room or
talking to his wife about the investigation.
Todd Komarnicki’s screenplay is so barebones
that I honestly feel like 20 pages were simply lost.
With all the pointless repetition and silent street

shots, that must be the case, right? There are
To make matters worse, the film released on
whole scenes that are not only inconsequential
the weekend of September 11. While that may
but borderline incoherent. Add in the complete
seem innocuous at first, remember that this is a
lack of character development, and somehow,
feel-good movie about a heroic incident involvEastwood managed to make a 97-minute film feel ing a plane in New York City. Characters even
uncomfortably long.
take multiple chances to remind the audience
Props are due to both Tom Hanks and Aaron
about it, including the wonderful line “New York
Eckhart, who play the two pilots of that infamous needed some good news. Especially involving
flight. They put in generally solid performances,
an airplane.” It feels manipulative and borderline
and Hanks’ everyman is often a delight. But those exploitative, as if they planned this film to specifiare the only two “characters” in the entire film.
cally capitalize on the tragedy of 2001.
The rest of the cast is at best walking plot devices,
The true story of Captain Sullenberger is an inand at worst cardboard cutouts of clichés. The
credible tale of heroism, with a normal everyday
story is so dumbed down and flat, not to mention working-man doing something unconventional
predictable, that in less than half the film you’ll
and extraordinary to save numerous lives. The
completely stop caring about what happens.
film, on the other hand, is nothing more than
The worst part is that there are instances where an incomplete, uninspired, unremarkable pile of
you could see a better film hidden deep down
feel-good Hollywood garbage. We’ve all heard the
inside the boring, bland exterior. It begins with a classic criticism of a film being “All style and no
welcome change of pace for disaster films, fosubstance.” Well, when it comes to “Sully,” there’s
cusing more on Sully dealing with his newfound
no style, no substance and not even a full movie.
fame. Twenty minutes later, all of that character
Save your money and avoid this film at all costs.
development is wasted when Eastwood decides to
lean on his constant crutches of anti-government
BY NATHANIEL NELSON
and American exceptionalism. The film quickly
features / news reporter
becomes a cliché-ridden slog.
nlnelson13@winona.edu
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Warriors remain undefeated on home field
W

inona State University’s football team held
their opponents to 194 total yards in the
game and kept a shutout through three quarters
as they beat Northern State University 26-7 on
Saturday.
Safeties Andrew Spencer, junior, and Ryan
Cain, senior, were the anchors of the defense, tallying 19 tackles between the two. Spencer came
up with a big interception even with a small cast
that hindered his wrist. Cain also had two of the
team’s eight tackles for loss.
Junior linebacker Mike Imperiale said, “Our
coaches have put together a perfect game plan for
us. Everything is coming together and it’s on the
players now.”
Imperiale had five tackles and an interception
he returned for 20 yards.
Quarterback Jack Nelson praised the defense as
well.
“It gives us a lot of confidence. We see them
everyday in practice and it’s a grind, they’re probably one of the best defenses we’ll see,” Nelson
said.
Nelson threw for 332 yards and a touchdown,
going over the 300 mark in back-to-back games.
He also had some timely runs and blocks.
On a reverse to the receiver, Tanner Gran Nelson took the opportunity to be the lead blocker.
Coach Sawyer said a senior quarterback throwing blocks for a first year wide receiver is the
kind of leadership that other guys pick up on.
The Warriors’ offense had 463 total yards on
77 plays, outgaining the Wolves by 269 yards.
The Warriors displayed an aggressive mindset
and took one last attempt on a first down on two
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Senior quarterback Jack Nelson looks to pass the ball during a home game against Northern
State University at Altra Federal Credit Union Stadium on Saturday Sept. 17.

occasions.
Senior wide receiver Cameron Johnson had
eight catches for 129 yards and one touchdown. Anytime the offense needed a big play to
keep a drive going, Nelson was able to find the
sure-handed wide receiver.
One of the plays of the game came in the second quarter when Jack Nelson found Johnson for
a 37-yard diving touchdown catch in the middle
of the end zone. Johnson has scored three touchdowns in the season.
Coach Sawyer said the Warriors are in the process of becoming a defensive team, something he
has not seen in a long time.
“We’ve always had a big explosive offense that’s
been our reputation and these guys are changing
that,” Sawyer said.
Winona State gave up points on one drive that

ALLISON MUELLER
editor-in-chief
amueller12@winona.edu

was plagued with questionable penalties.
“We overcame it which is something we didn’t
do last year. When we have a penalty nobody
hangs their head we just go back to work,” Sawyer said, when referring to the penalties.
The defense held the Wolves to 92 passing
yards as they went 5-16 on third downs.
Sawyer added, “Our discipline was great, kids
are listening to the coaches and the coaches are
paying great attention to what’s happening on the
field.”
The Warriors will look to build on this win
while on the road Saturday, Sept. 24 against the
University of Mary in Bismarck, N.D.
BY ADAM KIRK
sports reporter
akirk13@winona.edu
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Soccer splits weekend home games

T

he Winona State University women’s soccer
team (3-2, 1-3 NSIC) started to gain momentum in the second half of Friday’s game, but
it was not enough to win against Bemidji State
University (4-1, 2-0 NSIC). The Warriors lost to
the Beavers 3-2.
“We need to come into the game wanting to
play. We have to change some things and we will.
We will fix this and hopefully we won’t be dropping another game before we decide to fix this,
but we’ll fix this,” head coach Omar said.
Winona State had 15 shots, contributed by Kenzie Rose, Meg Riebau, Abby Bohanski and Darian
Molter, and five shots on goal. Bohanski recorded
the only shot on goal in the first half.
In the second half of the game, Bohanski put
the Warriors on the scoreboard. The goal was
assisted by Riebau, which was deflected in the net
off a corner kick.
The second goal for the Warriors also came
from Bohanski. Courtney Wiencek took a shot
that hit the crossbar and bounced back into play,
and that is when Bohanski headed it into the net.
“I would like to see team show more patience in
running our offense. We just need to stay true to
who we are and what works for us…everything
will be fine,” Omar said.
In the recent NSCAA National Poll, the Winona State women’s soccer team is ranked 19th. A
few weeks ago, the Warriors were ranked 13th.
Despite dropping six spots, the Warriors remain
the highest ranked team in the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC). In the Central
Region Poll, the Warriors are ranked third.
“It’s very, very early in the season so there are
lots of improvements to be made,” junior goalkeeper Rachel Oleson said.
With a total of four goals in five games, Bohanski leads the Warriors in scoring.
On Sunday, Sept. 18, the Warriors hosted University of Minnesota-Crookston (2-3, 1-1 NSIC)
and won 4-0.
Winona State had 16 shots and nine shots on
goal. Four different players, Bohanski, Wiencek,
Riebau and Kendyl Keay, all scored for the Warriors.
Bohanski scored the first goal, which was assisted by Molter. Bohanski now has five goals of the

		JACOB STRIKER

First-year Courtney Wiencek attempts to take away the ball from a University of
		photographer
Minnesota-Crookston player during a NSIC match-up on Sept. 19

		jstriker14@winona.edu

season.
The second goal of the game was assisted by
Bach and made by Wiencek, as her third goal of
the season.
In the beginning of the second half, Riebau
scored a penalty kick—making it her second goal
of the season.
The fourth and final goal of the day was made
by Keay, a first-year from Plainfield, Ill. She
scored off a shot that bounced off the Golden
Eagle’s goalkeeper.
The Warriors will continue to make adjustments as their season progresses. The young team
is close and they work hard. All their hard work
pays off when they are able to share a win.
“My favorite part about being this team is being

able to compete on the field for my teammates
and with my teammates every day. Being able to
win games and share it with your teammates who
have become your friends makes all the work we
do worth it,” Oleson said.
The Warriors will travel to Wayne, Neb. to play
Wayne State College on Friday, Sept. 23.

BY LAURA ANDERSON
sports reporter
llanderson12@winona.edu
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Men’s golf competes in Oklahoma

T

he Winona State University men’s golf team
traveled to Muskogee, Okla. this week for the
NSU Golf Classic at Muskogee Golf Course. The
event began on Monday, Sept. 19 and ended on
Tuesday, Sept. 20.
The team played their first two rounds on
Monday. They were looking to bounce back after
a slow start to their season.
Each team played 36 holes and the Warriors
shot a combined 598, finishing in a tie for 15th
place after day one.
“Our expectations were so high the first day,
but we still managed to shoot the second lowest
score last weekend, so we played better and are
looking to continue that,” Straight said.
Junior Johnathon Lindquist led the Warriors
with a 74 in his first round and 72 in his second
to shoot 146 for the day.
Last week in Bemidji, the course they played
was tighter and it did not give the team the same
sense of comfort that they find at their home
course, the Jewel.

“Our freshman seemed a little nervous, but we
just need to be way more relaxed if we want to
have fun this weekend,” Lindquist said. “We need
to show the younger guys that it’s okay to have
fun in warm up, the older guys set the tone last
year and they had a lot of fun in warm ups.”
Sophomore Michael Schmitz shot a 75 in both
rounds to finish at 150 on day one.
Schmitz had a great second day in Bemidji and
has gained the confidence of his coach.
“I just tell our guys, go out there and enjoy yourself, we just have to hit it and find it,”
Straight said.
Junior Lucas Peterson and first-year student
Austin vanSytzama carded a 79 in round one and
72 in round two to shoot 151 for the first day of
competition.
First-year student Tyler Beeck finished the day
at 157, shooting an 81 in round one and 76 in
round two.
The Warriors had previously never played in
Muskogee and will be giving their top five a break

next week for the Husky Invitational in St. Cloud,
Minnesota.
The NSU Golf Classic concluded on Tuesday,
Sept. 20.

BY TAYLOR PRICE
sports reporter
tprice12@winona.edu
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Warriors win 3-0, lose 0-3 to open volleyball season

T

he No. 9 Winona State University volleyball
team won their home opener Thursday night
against Minnesota State University, Mankato.
The Warrior volleyball team opened up their
first NSIC match of the season in Talbot Gymnasium, down the hall from their original home of
McCown Gymnasium. Since McCown is under
renovations and is scheduled to be ready just in
time for basketball season, the team will be playing in Talbot the rest of the season.
Fans filled the Warrior’s temporary home to
watch their team shut out the Minnesota State,
Mankato Mavericks.
Winona won in straight sets (25-14, 25-20, 2513) to start off their conference schedule.
The Warriors began their first set with a 16-4
lead. They kept the momentum going, winning
25-14. Mankato played the opposite role, and the
Warriors held the Mavericks to a -.071 hitting
percentage.
In the second set, the Mavericks kept it a lot
closer, but the Warriors were still able to come
out on top 25-20. The Warriors had their best set
of the night with 17 kills and a .351 attack.
A quick 7-0 start in the third set kept the momentum going for the Warriors, as they were able
to finish off the Mavericks 25-13 in the third set.
Lauren Kudronowicz had five kills, while Taylor
Goar had six in the final set.
Senior libero Jamie Cairncross said, “Mankato
has been a big competitor with us for the past few
years, so it’s nice to know we can beat them in
three [sets].”
The Warriors outhit the Mavericks .340 to .054
for the match. A big part of that high percentage
were Kudronowicz who hit .846, and Danielle
Rampart who hit .333
Kudronowicz finished with 11 kills and tallied three aces on her well placed serve. Goar,
who was selected to the 2015 NSIC First Team,
finished with 11 kills and led the team in total
points with 14 points.
Kudronowicz hit a .846 attack percentage which
set a career high helping the Warriors jump to a
1-0 NSIC conference record.
The Warriors will not meet the Mavericks again
during conference play.
While the Warriors tallied a big win to start off

Sophomore Maria Wrage spikes the ball against Minnesota State University, Mankato
in the Talbot Gymnasium at Winona State on Thursday, Sept. 15.

conference play, there is still a lot of work to be
done and a lot to prepare for, according to head
coach Joe Getzin.
“We didn’t serve very well tonight, that’s always
an ongoing thing, you want to make sure you’re
serving well. We’ve got little things we have to
clean up along the way. There is always something to work on,” Getzin said.
On Saturday night, the Winona State Warriors
volleyball team traveled to St. Paul to take on
No.1 ranked Concordia University, St. Paul.
The Warriors’ hitting did not bode well while
they were on the road, as they hit .075 from the
court. Concordia-St. Paul Golden Bears beat the
Warriors in all three sets (25-17, 25-21, 25-9).
Concordia out hit .400 from the court all game

KENDAHL SCHLUETER					
photographer
kschlueter15@winona.edu

and racked up 42 kills. The Warriors also had 31
kills and 23 errors.
The Warriors are not scheduled to play the topranked Golden Bears again during conference
play, but could see them in the NSIC Tournament.
The Winona State volleyball team will be playing away against St. Cloud State University on
Friday, Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 24 at
4 p.m. against the University

BY JOHN DISALLE
sports reporter
jdisalle15@winona.edu
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Senior captain Lanoira
Duhart of the Winona
State University women’s
rugby team, the Black
Katts, breaks through
a wall of St. Cloud
University players to
score a try on Saturday,
Sept. 17. The Black
Katts defeated the Black
Widows 72-0 at home in
their season opener.
The Winonan’s cover
story last week featured
the Black Katts and their
success as a club sport.

20 - PARTING

